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authority, which belongs only to the invisible Church
as voicing the collective conscience of the Saints, and
thus furnishing a rule or corrective of the aberrations
of the individual conscience.

Once fully conscious of these limitations of the
visible Church, and of the necessary gulf that must
ever in some degree separate what she is in act from
what she is in ideal and aspiration, we can believe in
her once more as the embryo, grotesque and in some
sense repulsive, of that social and mystical Christ,
who is struggling to birth, slowly, through a series
of transformations and revolutions, of castings-off and
takings-on : donee occurramus omnes in unitatem fidei
et agnitionis filii Dei, in virum perfectum^ in mensuram
aetatis plenitudinis Chris ti.
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